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  QUINTESSENTIAL PEOPLE

By David Rutter  

  Barbara Crane
The Empress of Images
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By David Rutter  
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Commuter Discourse, 1978, gelatin silver print by Barbara Crane.
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Barbara Crane giving a gallery talk at the Chicago Cultural Center.
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Wrightsville Beach, 1971, gelatin silver print by Barbara Crane.
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Here are some words shared about Barbara Crane:

Meeting Barbara was a rare privilege — connecting with New Trier  
history as well as a prominent !gure in the history of American  
photography. We sat for hours in late December and I listened as she 
told stories about people and places connected to the images we 
were considering for the exhibit as well as about her time at New Trier.  
Barbara was hired to teach  photography 
— until 1964 it had been an after school 
activity. As a condition of her coming to 
teach at the school, she insisted that the 
medium had to be o"ered in the art curricu-
lum. The rest is history — one of the most 
vibrant and robust high school photography 
programs in the country — still dedicated to 
the wet darkroom though embracing the 
digital revolution in the medium (this year 
we have 13 sections of photography on both 
campuses). To hear that the enlargers still 
in use in Winnetka were used during World 
War II and acquired and adapted for use 
in our darkroom was both astounding and 
historically signi!cant. 
 I had to contain my excitement at the 
prospect of her being back at New Trier, 
talking to students in the Brierly Gallery 
about an exhibit of work spanning her 
career, and casually o"ering a black and 
white bouquet to the next generation.  
I would say she is quietly indomitable. 
Stephen Murphy
Art Department Chair 
New Trier High School

I had the very good fortune, while in graduate studies at the School  
of the Art Institute of Chicago, to be Barbara's Teaching Assistant  
one summer for a Polaroid Instant Imaging class. Barbara Crane is  
a formidable educator. Keenly attuned to her audience, her delivery  
is eloquent and refreshingly direct, understanding well the connections 
between media and message.  Incorporating hands-on demonstration 
as illustration for either process or concept, Barbara's teaching is con-
cise, clear and most notably — memorable.  Small of stature, and large 
in spirit, Barbara Crane is living evidence to support the adage, “large 

gifts may come in small packages.” Criticism from a teacher with her 
remarkable qualities is a valued gift that continues to unfold as one 
discovers the many lenses at play in her assessments and awareness.
Mary Jo Toles 
Professor of Photography,  Cleveland Institute of Art

Being blessed during one’s life is the most 
wonderful feeling. Knowing Ms. Barbara 
Crane as a photography teacher during my 
tenure at New Trier and later in life was 
one of those blessed moments. My !rst en-
counter with Ms. Crane was not in person. 
Prior to attending New Trier, I had operated 
a photo lab out of my father’s laundry. One 
day, my father gave to me a print washer 
and other darkroom items and he said it 
was from a customer of his. Years later  
I found out it was from Ms. Crane. Having 
her as a teacher and an artistic mentor 
has been truly one of those life-changing 
events. I had a chance to watch and work 
in her darkroom, prepare images for 
major shows and learn about her thought 
processes on many of her images. I am still 
amazed each time I attend a new show of 
hers, and see how unique and ever chang-
ing her vision is. I leave each show with 
renewed energy and I am still in awe. 
Roth Mui
Helix Camera and former student  
of Barbara Crane

Barbara Crane is a treasure. It would be di#cult to !nd another 
photographer who has touched the lives of so many others at such 
a remarkable, aesthetically astute as well as inspirational level.  Her 
keen eye, attention to detail, sense of exploration ... not to mention 
sheer tenacity ... all add up to give us the highest level of visual plea-
sure laced with the deepest of intellectual challenges. The privilege it 
has been to know and have worked with Barbara is immeasurable ... 
and she keeps on ticking!
Ken Burkhart
Photographer

Schisms, 2001, archival pigment print by Barbara Crane.

Coloma to Covert Scroll, 1991-92, gelatin silver print by Barbara Crane.


